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To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Lowell Pimley[lpimley@usbr.gov] 
Dan DuBray[DDUBRAY@usbr.gov]; Robert Quint[BQuint@usbr.gov] 
Stalcup, Dana 
Thur 8/20/2015 3:47:38 PM 
RE: FINAL review 2p.m. today: Colorado Gold King Mine 

From: Lowell Pimley [mailto:lpimley@usbr.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 11 :26 AM 
To: Stalcup, Dana 
Cc: Dan DuBray; Robert Quint 
Subject: Fwd: FINAL review 2p.m. today: Colorado Gold King Mine 

Dana: I'm in Denver so not able to verify that EPA has seen this. Please take a quick look and 
respond to all on this email with any concerns etc by I :OOPM EDT. Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Johnson, Rachael" 
Date: August 20, 2015 at 9:10:10 AM MDT 
To: Press Review 

Stephenne Harding 
Jeff Krauss 

Subject: FINAL review 2p.m. today: Colorado Gold King Mine 

Anne-Berry Wade 
Sarah Neimeyer 

Below please find the final version of Reclamation's release on the Colo. Gold King Mine 
incident to be sent out today at 2p.m.EST (instead of 11 :30 a.m. ). 

Thanks for taking a final look. 

August 20, 2015 

BOR Contact XXX 

Bureau of Reclamation to Lead Interior Department's 
Independent Review of Colorado Gold King Mine 

Incident 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to Provide Assist and Peer Review of Final 
Report 

WASHINGTON - The Department of the Interior has asked the Bureau of Reclamation to 
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lead Interior's independent assessment of factors that contributed to the August 5 Gold King 
Mine incident in Colorado. Interior was asked to conduct the assessment by the 
Environmental Protection Agency to review the cause of the incident and provide 
recommendations to prevent future incidents from occurring. 

"The Bureau of Reclamation is well-suited to head up this independent technical review on 
behalf of Interior," said Deputy Secretary of the Interior Michael L. Connor. "Reclamation 
is already active in the watershed and understands the issues. Reclamation is also credited 
with fast action in response to the spill by doubling water releases from the Navajo Dam on 
the San Juan River to dilute the spill as it moved its way down the river system." 

Reclamation will rely upon the expertise of its Technical Service Center in Lakewood, 
Colorado, to conduct the independent review and will involve other Interior Department 
bureaus in the activity. Reclamation Commissioner Estevan Lopez also announced today it 
has reached an agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to conduct an assist and 
peer review of Reclamation's research and findings. 

"Reclamation is uniquely qualified to direct this independent technical study on the behalf 
of Interior," Commissioner Lopez said. "The Corps of Engineers will provide a thorough 
assist and peer review of this independent technical study once it is complete." 

The Department of the Interior expects it will be able to deliver its final report to EPA by 
late October. 

Reclamation is the largest wholesale water supplier and the second largest producer of 
hydroelectric power in the United States, and it is known worldwide for expertise in the 
development and operation of water infrastructure across 17 W estem states. 

### 
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